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Local medical provider recognized

ALBION, Ind. — Dr.
Michael Engle, part of the
Parkview Physicians Group
- Family Medicine located
at 817 Trail Ridge Road in
Albion, Ind., was recently
honored with a Star
Performer Award from
MDwise, Indiana’s only
nonprofit health insurance
company focused on
serving uninsured and
underserved Hoosiers. Dr.
Engle and his office
received this recognition for
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lile Shirlee - with no real
awareness regarding respon-
sibilities  associated  with
motherhood. She was prone
to mood swings and used her
temper to manipulate and
control

Consumption of too much
alcohol robbed the young
husband and his growing
family of much-needed re-
sources, and  contnbuted
1o unrest within the home.
There were imes when there
was no food in the house
and no clean clothing for the
children. It often fell upon
Shirlee to get her siblings
ready for school and provide
them with something to eat
- if there was anything to be
had

Fortunately, Shirlee had a
wonderful Christian grand-
mother, Martha Hathaway.
Shirlee  attended  Albion
Wesleyan Church regularly.
Her grandmother and the
church provided hope when
it seemed there was only de-
spair.

] felt welcome in that
church,” Shirlee said during
arecent interview. “The peo-
ple there were so kind to me
and my brothers and sisters.
One summer we went 10 a
bible camp near Huntington
It was wonderful ™

Shirlee was a good stu-
dent, and viewed her teach-
ers as role models. She also

Editor s Note: Shirlce
Scribrer, author of Untan-
gle, published in 2013
Scribner Media. Inc., Ce
ebration, Florida, gives the
account of her childhood
days in Albion, Indiana, the
vears that followed, and how
she was able 1o escape the
circle of neglect and violent
abuse that gripped her fam-
ilv. But more umportant, the
book relates how she was
able to finally obtain guard-
wanship over her mentally
impaired brother - ending
vears of physical abuse ex-
ted on him by his mother
step-father.

an

by Joy LeCount as told by
Shirlee Scribner

Although they didn’t re-
alize it, tentacles of dysfunc-
tion were already beginning
to entangle the Hawanan:
bom aubum-haired beauty
and her new husband, an
Albion, Indiana native and
US. Navy enlistee

- Carole, who never judged  d

Shirlee, but always saw ¢

| goodinher A

“We are still friends to

(Hathaway) Sy i Shirfce. =She
Iives m Fort Wayne ™

When she was ten years

Shirlee
ner

At 18, the young bnde

had one very good friend  foster home

far apan, or
Shirlee and her
their brothers dunng those

Untangle: a woman’s quest

which of their mother's per-
sonalities would surface.

Although still in high
school, Shirlee was deter-
mined to rise above the
situation, and she got a job
working after school at a
bank. Proud of her first pay
check, she showed it to her
mother who promptly 100k
it to “pay her share of the
rent.”

Then, her mother and

Often, caring for baby
Dallas was  Shirlee’s  re-
sponsibility because no one
clse did. Then their mother
moved out, leaving the chil-
dren with their father.

It wasn't long until
Shirlee and her siblings were
removed from their home. At
first, the three girls lived with
Albion Wesleyan Church’s
Pastor Kenny Mitchner and

his wife. Later they went to a

The Hazel Street house where Shirlee’s family lived in Albion. (Photo contributed)

The bays were
ivided among three diffe:
nt foster homes. Althoug
hetr foster homes were not
rely il

Baby Jeamine soc
It was Lees first ©

me stil!
3 1d

called the bank to inform her
employer she would not be
in that evening. However,
after that, she resumed both
school and work - surviving
on little or no foc

On one occasion, her
stepfather  provided  some
grocerics and a $20 bill: Af-
ter a time, he contacted her,
and invited her to move back
in with them at their new
apartment. After some con-

Dal

Dallas was only able to
say a few words
mother wias against waching s
him to talk
las was a bedwetter, he was s

can. With his left hand, he
grabbed the handle of the
metal lid and threw it on the
ground.  With  tremendous
force, he pulled Dallas down
off his shoulder, and with
both hands around Dallas’s
waist, he threw his tiny body
mto the garbage container
and loudly slammed the lid
down on top of him. Then
Lee tumed swiftly toward
my mother

satis-

There! Are

lee did. Soon you

and lide  fied” " Lees eves threw dags

las moved in, to my mother

I ra ward the garbage
snd his  can Mom notiged me behind,
Stay away from him'™
1 loudly with her

ar m

Because Dal-

¢, don T you

Town Council OK’s
CF-1 compliance forms

by Joy LeCount

ALBION, Ind. — As
required by state statutes
governing tax abatements,
Albion Town Council heard
a report regarding three Ide

Properties, LLC;
abatements. One of the
abatements has expired,

therefore no CF-1 report is
required. An abatement for
North Ridge Village Nursing
and Rehab Center is in year
nine of ten, and has met all
requirements of the
abatement. An approved
five-year abatement has not
yet started on vacant tracts
owned by Ide Properties,
LLC, on which nothing has
been  constructed.  The
abatement will commence

Tom Lock advised council
members that his department
will be enforcing weed and
tall grass, abandoned vehicle
and junk ordinances with the
onset of warmer weather.

* Lock also noted that
tornado siren testing will
take place each Monday
sometime between 6 and 7
p.m.

Park Superintendent
Casey Myers reported that
due to this winter’s weather,
a cement pad at a park
pavilion has heaved and
won’t allow the pavilion
door to open fully. Myers
hopes the pad will settle
back into place. If not, some
type of corrective action will
be necessary - and soon,

to rescue her brother

living

After  graduating  from
South Shore High School,
Shirlee ok a job with a
Jifferent bank in downtown
Chicago. She eventually met
+ young man from & well-
to-do family who was about
o graduate from  medical
wchool at Northwestern Uni
versity. They marmed and
moved o California where
her husband was to mtem

He encouraged her to enroll
n vollege, which she did
They had one son, but the
sipors of mternship, residen
ey, and a doctor’s hife even-
rually caused thew marrnage
10 collapse

Shirlee worked hard 1o
complete her education and
has had a very suceessful ca
reer as an lntenior Architect
and space planner of health
care lacilities. She eventually
found her birth father After
hie lost his wife, he moved to
Californin to be near Shirlee

And she met Blake Scnbner
quite by accident. He even
twally became her husband
and an abiding strength for
Shirlee

Durng  those  years,
Shirlee  had only limited
contact with her tumly. Her
mother  sull - manipulated
her sisters - pitting  them
against each other (o get her
way Dallas continued 10 be
abused

Through  sheer  perse-
verance, her faith and the
help of her husband, Blake,
Shirlee was finally success-
Al in her gquest to free Dallas
< but it took four court bat
tles agamst her mother and
sisters. Dallas now resides in
Califorme At Giest he hived
with Shirlee and Blake, but
hie is now 10 a residential

care home cquipped 10 care
for hs spectal
This article provides just

eds

a glimpse into the chaos that
existed in Shirlee’s family as

she grew up. Her book out-
lines how she was first able
10 save herself so she could
save Dallas For anyone
who has expenienced or wat-
nessed abuse, Untangle has
a message of hope, and 15 a
trumphant over adversity.

Perhaps best described
from the book’s back cover
comments, “Untangle is a
Irical and compelling ac
wunt of the wavs in which
we triumph over the pain of
the past. At times shocking
in ity desadl, Scribmer offers
a rare and dignified account
of how someone with mental
disabilities, whose life was
profoundly shaped by abuse,
broke free from ins legacy
Ultimately, Untangle is a
testament 1o the human spir
i, and owr capactey 1o show
love. strength. and courage,
both 1o owselves and 1o
cach other. even in the face
of utter cruelty

Untangle brings aware

ness that ale
can destroy
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Knowled
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Congressman Marlin Stutzman (IN-3rd) was the keynote speaker for Noble County’s an
Kendallville Event Center. During the evening, Congressman Stutzman presented West |
for contributing the winning letter in a “Letter 0 Congressman Stutzman Contest.” Cong
sentation. The topic of Ariadna’s letter was immigration - something especially concernin
Abigail Herkel, Jonathon Kane, Natalie Pine and Andrew Roslyn of East Noble High Sct
of West Noble High School. (ANE photo by Bob Allman)
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i Lee s foolsteps
head down the steps
10 the back yard. Lee walked
through the wet grass (0 the

direction. Lee scrambled
ack stairs with
ead  bouncing
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the blow this was to her
Their mother had moved

to Chicago and remarried

She and her new husband,

down the
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against his

arms flailing loosely

hard. and amval
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by limited parking near the
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come

sisters. Adapting to a new
school and community was

family’s garden apartment

Lee, requested that the girls
there to live. Lee
worked in the steel mills
The big city was quite a
for Shirlee and her

Shirl 1 in just a mo-
ment before 12 0'clock. Her
mother was enraged and
threw her out of the house.
Shirlee was not dressed
to be out on the street - much
Tece 1y walk many blocks to

lid. grabbed Dallas’s hair,
and pulled his tiny body
straight up. He grabbed his
shoulders, and he released
him 1o the ground like a
limp dishrag. Dallas lay in
a heap on the wet grass. His

Ml ook friakl

his tears hurdling in differ-
ent directions. | heard the
pounding beat of his feet as
he descended the stairwell
Lee reached the bottom of
the stairs and opened the
back door with one hand. He




